
 

When Mary was five or six years old, God put a desire in her heart to get married and have kids. God
has blessed Mary with a love for kids. Mary began her church work at Meadowbrook with children in
Toddler Town, but she was led to work in the Nursery, her greater love. 
Besides serving faithfully in the Nursery at Meadowbrook Church, Mary has also been involved with
Operation Christmas Child and the Caring & Keeping in Touch Ministries. Mary also can be seen in the
Sanctuary when a choir is assembled for worship. In her youth, Mary would perform frequently as a
trio with her two sisters at church.
Mary has been on five Mission Trips with the youth: three to Rancho De Sus Ninos which is now The
Mission in Mexico, a trip to the Dominican Republic, and a trip to New Jersey to help after the effects of
Hurricane Sandy in 2012.
Mary’s favorite scripture: Proverbs 3: 5 – 6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Mary cannot decide what is her favorite hymn, however, she does remember her mother’s favorite:
“When They Ring the Golden Bells.” Mary enjoys watching the Gaithers on YouTube.

Mary "Gramz" Brown
A little bit of information about Mary:

Why the color purple?....................
When Mary was about five years old, she wore a purple velveteen dress with a white collar and three
mother-of-pearl animal buttons on it. She loved that dress. Mary still has the buttons which her Mother
cut off when she got rid of the dress. When people ask her about her love of purple as a color, the color
that she started wearing frequently 15 – 20 years ago, she responds by asking them if they know that
purple is the color of royalty. Then, she tells them that “I’m a child of the King” and points upward.

Mary’s father was a Minister…………
Mary was born in Wright City, Missouri. Mary was raised in the Church of the Nazarene. Her father
attended the Olivet Nazarene College (Holiness Bible College) in the village of Olivet near Danville. Her
father was a pastor of several churches until she was in the third grade; it was then that her dad moved
the family to Champaign, and he became a carpenter. 

It was understood that all members of Mary’s family would attend church every time the doors were open.
That meant twice on Sunday, Wednesday night prayer meeting, as well as every night for Revivals that
were held for two weeks.

Mary made a commitment to Christ when she was about five years old. She remembers those moments
to this day. She was sitting on the left side of the sanctuary at her church during a revival, second row.
Mary got this heavy feeling and proceeded down to the altar. She doesn’t remember saying anything when
she came to the altar; she just cried. But she knew at that time she was saved. 

Mary was baptized at a little lake by Lake of the Woods when she was 13; that is the age when the
Nazarene denomination believed children were old enough to understand the meaning of baptism.

God loves, God cares, and God intervenes………
Mary walked away from the Lord in her teens; she was in her mid-fifties when the Lord started nudging
her back to Him. She was living in Centralia, she was walking her dog, and she found a church bulletin in
an alley. God placed that desire in her heart to seek Him, and she was wishing that one of her neighbors



Pray first for their salvation and for a personal relationship with Christ.
Pray for the Lord’s protection on them and the Lord’s provision for them.
Pray for them by name (as Mary sometimes does). Pray for specific needs of each family member. 
Trust that God will tell you how and when to pray for a family member (Mary does not keep a log, nor
does she maintain a schedule when to pray for each family member. Her trust is in God to let her
know who, when, and how). 
Listen for the Lord throughout the day to pray for a family member (throughout the day, the Lord
brings people to Mary’s mind to pray for them).

would invite her to church. The neighbors didn’t, so she tried a couple of churches on her own and
decided on attending a Methodist Church. Mary had a good experience there. Mary remembers having
communion down at the altar at that church; it was such a vivid experience for her. In 1998, her son, Blair,
started telling her that she needed to move back to Champaign. Mary started praying about it. One day
while she was walking through her dining room, she heard a voice say, “Give your two- week notice.” She
didn’t do anything about it immediately and finished getting ready for work. The remembrance of the voice
telling her to give notice at work came to her as she was at work that afternoon. She still didn’t act on
responding to the voice. The next day, the remembrance of the voice again came to her at work. It was
two days later that she e-mailed her boss and gave her two-week notice. Mary contacted her son, Blair, to
come and move her to Champaign. She did not have a place to live in Champaign, nor a job in place for
her there. But God worked everything out. In February, the next weekend after contacting Blair, he, his
wife Lorie, grandson Jeremiah (only a month old), and a friend of Blair’s came down to get her moved. The
next day at 7:00 AM, Blair’s cell phone rang, and it was Lorie’s dad informing Mary that she could rent his
house in Monticello for an amount she could afford. Mary landed a job at Carle; this was a time when
Carle was shrinking and closing peripheral satellites. A position in the medical field was right with Mary.
God has been faithful. 

What Mary wishes to share with future generations………
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. He said:
“In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And there
was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’
 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what
people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t
eventually come and attack me!’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God
bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I
tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on the earth?”  Luke 18.

Mary knows that prayer is important. She wishes to share with others to persist in prayer; never give up! 
 Pray for others... never give up believing that prayers will be heard and answered by God. Mary believes
her Mother’s prayer requests to the Lord to guide Mary and her children were answered.  

Mary has a sizable extended family (80 individuals!), and also a close-knit family. How does she pray for all
of them? Mary responds to this question with the following:

“May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours
does for you.” 1 Thessalonians 3: 12. 

Mary asks that those of the younger generations reach out to people; it is important to be welcoming and
friendly. Mary makes it part of her Sunday morning to arrive early at church to greet people before start of
services. Mary believes church family connection is important.


